Print out bubbles on card stock. Cut out bubbles. Then, cut each bubble in half across the middle. Write the heading on the top half and the details on the bottom half. Note that I cut my information bubbles like puzzles, but this distracted students from the content - they focused on finding the shape that fit their piece instead of the content that matches their information. Therefore, we recommend cutting every bubble the same, and NOT outlining them in red or green so that students have to study the content to find their match, and figure out where their bubble fits on the charts.

Text for Functions of and Threats to Wetlands Information Bubbles

	Functions / Benefits

	Heading
	Details

	Migration Rest Area
	Many birds migrate thousands of miles every spring and fall and need places to rest and feed along the way.

	Erosion Control
	Wetland plants slow the speed of water and protect banks and shores from erosion (being washed away).

	Wetlands Clean Water
	Wetlands filter out pollution, contaminants, and sediment.

	Water Storage
	Wetlands store water, like a sponge, so it is there when needed.

	Flood Control
	When there are floods (heavy rain or snowmelt), wetlands hold the water and it doesn’t flood surrounding areas.

	Habitat for Plants and Animals
	Wetlands are safe homes with abundant food for many different species.




	Threats

	Heading
	Details

	No Place for Migrating Birds to Rest
	Many birds will not have enough places to rest and feed and may not survive their migration.

	Less Erosion Control
	Without wetlands, water travels fast and washes away stream and river banks...and makes the water muddy.

	Polluted Water
	Pollution comes from streets, cars, factories, farms and ranches. Contaminants go into streams, rivers, our drinking water, and the ocean.

	Less Water Stored
	Water runs off and drains away from the area so plants and animals don’t have enough, especially during the drier season.

	Less Flood Control
	Water from heavy rains, storms or snowmelt can flood towns and communities.

	Loss of Habitat
	Animals and plants have fewer places to live.



